INTERNAL REFORMS                      37

Durbar in March to which the Resident and the British
officers come, is the principal among the regular cere-
monies of the year, and the Maharaja may then wear the
sash of the Star of India as well as the diamond ornaments
of his own Orders. That is usually as far as he will go in
decoration.

The long procession begins. Each in turn salutes His
Highness and retires a few steps backwards and so to his
seat. At the close it is the privilege of the Dewan, as the
head of the administration, to present the customary
offerings of flowers and betel to the Maharaja first, and
then to the Princes, after which bouquets are distributed
in accordance with the graceful Indian custom, the
Maharaja retires, and the company disperses. His High-
ness sets no great store by these ceremonies but, as he
said once, they maintain an old custom and they serve to
keep manners polished.

Private audiences are arranged by special request to
the aide-de-camp in waiting, but many officers seem to
attend the Palace on the chance of an interview. No
particular ceremony is observed beyond announcing the
arrivals to the Maharaja, who takes his own time to re-
ceive them. He may be at his desk in his usual garb, or,
in the cold weather, he is often to be found in the garden
wearing a European suit and a Homburg hat. His
ministers he will sometimes receive in an undress of
white linen; and even when ill in bed he is not inaccessible
to those whom he cares to see. The Maharani does not
join in these receptions of visitors. She has her own
apartments in the Palace and prefers to keep to them,
gathering round her a chosen circle in the afternoon to
play tennis. The days of her purdah are long past, and
she likes to have small luncheon parties to which are
invited a few guests of either sex. One suspects that both
husband and wife en]oy these small informal parties far